
Harbours and Shipping
2 large cargo harbours Ventspils and Liep� ja
(with total turnover 28,5 and 4,2 thous.t in 2008)

Main cargos of :
•Ventspils - oil, oil products, fertilizers, coal 
•Liep� ja – grain, oil, oil products

One fishing and yacht port - P� vilosta

Fishery
Fishery is important economic sector in all coastal 
areas, and fishing areas are placed along all coast.

Main targeted fish species are sprat, herring, 
flounder, cod.

At the moment fisheries sector is not economically 
rentable: too big and too old fishing fleet for available 
fish resources. 

Coastal fishery has historical heritage value.
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Coastal fishery has historical heritage value.

Nature values

Recreation
Tourism is an important activity along all the coastline. 
Recreation infrastructure is more targeted at nature, 
active and rural tourism.

In larger cities like Ventspils and Liep� ja tourism is 
more  intensive. In 2008 ~ 10 000 tourists visited 
Ventspils and ~75 000 Liep� ja.

All Kurzeme region was visited by ~370  000 tourists, 
which used accommodation. 

During the last years several tourism activities related 
to the sea have become more popular, for example 
yacht tourism, diving, kitebording etc. 

In the pilot territory three protected areas are placed 
and two marine protected areas of 62 581 ha 
proposed, which are potential Natura 2000 sites.

Here are most significant areas for protection of 
marine biodiversity in Latvia. Here are founded the 
greatest examples of reefs and areas are on the 
migrations way of birds. Natura 2000 sites should 
be established for protection of reefs, goosander 
(Mergus merganser), little gull (Larus minutus) and 
divers (Gavia sp.) 
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Future uses
•Wind farms – an area of 100 km2 has to be reserved according to national strategies. The 
pilot territory includes potentially most economically effective areas.

•Oil extraction – in the south part of the territory studies from the 1970-ties indicated 
potential oil fields. Some permits for investigation and oil extraction are already issued, but 
the actual extraction has not yet started.

•Measures for decrease of erosion risk – the biggest part of the coastline is under  
coastal erosion impact. Some municipalities consider possibilities to protect their coastline.

Here are large areas of mine searching and clearance 
especially in waters around  Liep� ja, as well as 
military trainings.

But  there are problems to access precise information 
on zones of military interests and difficulties to find a 
compromise because of security reasons.Deep-sea ship road
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